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Expertise  
Ana Paula Mucha has a research position at CIIMAR, University of Porto, being the Principal Investigator of the EcoBioTec 
Group (Ecosystems Functioning and Biotechnology). She focus her research on the development of biotechnology tools for 
ecosystems recover, based on the ability of autochthonous plants and microorganisms to remove contaminants, through 
bioremediation and phytoremediation processes. She has relevant expertise in the frame of the COST Action, regarding (i) 
the effect of metals on the microbial communities associated to the roots of plants, (ii) the potential effect of metals on the 
biodegradation of organic contaminants, (iii) development of microbial consortia resistant to metals in order to enhance 
bioremediation processes, (iv) the fate and the effect of metal contamination on microorganisms, macroinvertebrates and 
plants and (v) the  role of the interaction between plants and microorganisms in the removal of heavy metals from sediments. 
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