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Education and Career 
Nils-Kåre Birkeland obtained M.Phil. in microbiology from University of Bergen and PhD (Dr. philos) in 

molecular biology from University of Oslo.  He has been researcher at four universities in Norway; the 

Norwegian Institute of Technology (now NTNU) in Trondheim, University of Oslo and The Norwegian 

Agricultural University (now UMB). Since 1996 he has been professor in microbiology at the Department of 

Microbiology (later Department of Biology), University of Bergen. From 2007 he has also been affiliated 

with the Geobiology Centre of Excellence at the University of Bergen. Since 1998 his main area has been 

extremophiles, including hyperthermophiles and Archaea. He has been a postdoc at Virginia Commonwealth 

University, Richmond, Virginia and visiting professor at the Center of Marine Biotechnology, University of 

Maryland Biotechnology Institute, Baltimore, Maryland, USA. He has coordinated a number of international 

networks and projects including a Nordic network on thermophiles, an INTAS network on biological metal 

reduction with Russian scientists and a NUFU programme on environmental microbiology in Bangladesh.  

He hosted the 9
th
 International Thermophiles Conference in 2007 in Bergen.   

 

Research interests 

Through his career Dr. Birkeland has been working within a range of microorganisms and microbial aspects, 

including gene regulation, phage, anaerobic microbiology, biotechnology, petroleum-related microbiology, 

enteric pathogens and thermostable protein biochemistry. Current activities include industrial biotechnology 

of thermostable transferase enzymes, methane oxidation in extreme environments, deep-sea geo-

microbiology and a programme on extreme microbiology with Eurasian countries.  
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